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ACTS xxvi. 27, 28, 29. 


| . K. ing Agrippa, believeſt thou the Pro- 
phets ? I know that thou believeſt. 


28. Then Agrippa ſaid unto Paul, almoſt thou 


per ſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian. 


209. And Paul ſaid, I would to God, that not 


only thou, but alſo all that hear me this 


day, were both almoſt, and altogether 


eb a as 1 am, except refed bonds. 


ls Dialogue, this Satte 


between King Agrippa and St 
Paul, I thought a Subject wor- 
thy my Diſcourſe and your No- 
2 tice; it is capable of great Im- 
provement, if apply'd to ourſelves, and will 
afford very uſeful Inſtructions, and proper 
Reflections in all Places and in all Ages, both 


to the Miniſter and People of every Co. 


gation, and every Pariſh, 
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1767] 
Ir is now my Part and Province to ſpeak 
to you, who are my Flock, as the great A- 
poſtle St Paul was ordained to ſpeak unto 
a King, and to inſtru him, in the firſt plant- 


ing of Chriſtianity, what to believe, and how 
to practiſe, 


You will all find yourſelves too much con- 
cern'd in the Perſon, and under the Chara- 
er of Agrippa in the Text: and oh! that 
I myſelf be not too much wanting in the 


becoming Zeal and Freedom of an Apoſtle, | 


and Miniſter of my great Lord and Maſter, 
and the right Diſcharge, on all occaſions, of 


the Duty of my high and heavenly Calling. 


AND as I do not ceaſe to pray for you, 


my Beloved, whether abſent or preſent, that 
Gop would ſend his Grace into your Hearts, 
and put into your Minds good Deſires, ſo as 
to practiſe what you hear from the Pulpit, in 
order to your Attainment of everlaſting Sal- 


vation; by being not almoſt, but altogether | 
_ Chriſtians. So am I alſo to deſire you to | 
ſend up your Petitions, in behalf of your 
Miniſter, to the Throne of Grace, that! 


may, by a powerful preaching of the Word, 
be able to ſave the Souls committed to 
my Care, to turn you from all evil ways, 
and bad Cuſtoms, that are practis d in this 
Pariſh, or any part of it; as 1 am forc'd to 
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cry aloud, and complain, Vear after Vear, 


and eſpecially at this Seaſon of the Year, 
when the Breach of the Sabbath is ſo noto- 
rious and ſcandalous, by a publick and cu- 


| ſtomary Profanation of this holy Day, which 
is an Offence to Chriſtianity, a Blemiſh and a 


Spot to my Congregation, and a Scandal to 


ſuch as profeſs themſelves Members of the 
Church of England; and that by the Grace 
of GoD co-operating, I may bring you to be 
all of you (and you have many, and of the 


better Sort, Go be thanked, for good Ex- 


amples) to be alike minded, to be alike or- 


derly, tobe blameleſs and harmleſs as the Sons 
of God, in the midſt of this untoward, this 


| crooked and perverſe Nation; and that ſo 


my preaching, with Paul, may not be in 
vain; nor your hearing, with Agrippa, be 


| allo vain. 


Ay that you may be edify d | this Day, 


and by this Sermon, I ſhall enquire into the 
Particulars of this Conference between Paul 


and Agrippa, and make ſome uſeful Re- 


marks, as we paſs along, by way of Appli- 


cation to yourſelves, for the better regula- 


ting your own Lives and Converſagionss 
and that you may appear to the World, that 


you are not only Chriſtians by Name, but 


ſo indeed; not almoſt, but altogether, ſin- 


cere and real Chriſtians, 
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IBE SEE CH you then to liſten well to the 
Conference, and ſuppoſe me ſpeaking to 


you, as Paul did to Agrippa. 


I Aprippa, you and I ſhall find what 


we too much are; and in Paul, what we 


ought to be. 


WHEN this divine Orator, this eloquent 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, the great St Paul, 
who, except his Maſter, the bleſſed JE Sus, 
ſpake as never man ſpake, was, at the Com- 


mand of Governour Feſtus, the Governour 


of Czſarea, brought before the Judgment- 
Seat, only to gratify the wanton Curioſity 


of King Agrippa, who came to viſit him, 


and who was deſirous to hear what this Cap- 
tive, then in Bonds to Feſtus's Pleaſure, was 
able to ſay for himſelf. Gop, who can turn 


the very worſt Deſigns of Men to ſerve his 


own Purpoſes, makes this a glorious occaſi- 
on of a mighty Change in the Heart of a 
Prince, and of rhe happy Advancement, 
and ſucceſsful Progreſs of Religion in the 


Minds of the many Converts and Proſelytes, Þ 


that were now daily more and more added 
ie Church. 


Bron, St Paul had to do with Feſtus, 
who came from the idolatrous Gentiles, 
and was an ill- condition d, Petverſe, con- 

ceited, 
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1.74 
ceited, and a brutiſh Man; who, becauſe he 
ſauoured not the things of Gop, but fleſb 
and blood, thought that Paul was beſide him- 
ſelf, and declared, as you read at the 24th 


Verſe, that too much learning had made "ons 
I 


4 


AND thus the Words of Truth and So- 


berneſs, have the ſame ill Succeſs now a- 
days among many of our Hearers; and may 
be call'd and accounted canting, by looſe 
Livers and abandon'd Wretches, who can- 


not ſavour or reliſh any thing that i is good 
and godly. 


Bor when Paul beheld Asrippa upon the 
Bench, he turns his Speech from that brutiſh 
Governour, and addreſſes himſelf to the 
King's Majeſty, in whom he perceiv'd ſome 


Tokens of Faith, ſome Signs of good Man- 


ners, and ſome Sparks of good Nature, 
that might be kindled into more exalted 1 
tions. | 


Aus thus he accofts the King with a 
Reſpe&t becoming Majeſty, and a graceful 


| Boldneſs worthy the Character of an Apoſtle, 


and Ambaſſador of his great Lord, the 9 
of Kings, 90s Lord of Lords, 


O KING 


[10], 


0 8 A, oriopa! believeſt dow the 
Prophets? as if he ſhould ſay, if thou be- 


lieveſt the Prophets, you cannot but believe 


what I ſay from their Authority for all I 


ſpeak or teach, is written in the Prophets, 


concerning this JESUS whom I preach; 
and what the Prophets have foretold in 
their divine Raptures, is now fulfill'd in 


CHRIST: ſearch then the Scriptures, and 
read the Prophets; and you will be ſatisfied, 


that all I ſay is no vain Rumour of my 


own, no Babbling of mine, as ſome are 


pleas'd to call it, but what we. have re- 
ceivd from good Hands, from the Teſti- 


mony of the Prophets. 


HE does not ſtay to hear the King's Reply; 


but anticipates the Anſwer, and thus he an- 


ſwers for him; I know that thou believeſt, 


that is, I know that thou haſt a kind of 


Faith, and believeſt what the Prophets have 
ſpoken, (as many of the Gentiles did) tho' 


thou canſt not ſo well apply unto thy ſelf; 
ſo to carry him on from one Step to ano- 
ther, from Faith to Faith, from Knowledge 
to Knowledge, he commends theſe begin- 
nings in him, which deſerve not ſo much the 
Name of Faith, but of Faith almoſt, as Agrippa 
declares of himſelf. Probably he prevents 
him, and anſwers for him, leaſt Agrippa 
ſhould retratt, and miſlike his Freedom; 


therefore 


JJ ² / ˙0˙⅝¼ĩrß⅞s ..,]. ,,, 


1 


therefore he begs the Queſtion, and anſwers 


him, I know that thou believeſt: as when 


we would make a Man our Friend, and 
willing to do us. a good Office, we com- 
monly ſpeak, as tho' he were already in- 
clin'd, and that we have no doubt of his 
Goodneſs towards us. Here the Preacher's 
Dilcretion is as commendable as his Zeal in 
winning over a King to the fide of Reli- 
Sion : in this he copies his Maſter's prudent 
Maxim, and chriſtian Policy, in the 1oth 
of St Matthew and the roth Verſe, be wiſe 
as b ſerpent s, and harmleſs as doves. 


H does not ſo much flatter App as 


perſwade him, to do what he ſays he does: 


as Nathan, we read, by his artful Speech, 
brought David to a Confeſſion, and to re- 
pent of his Adultery; when a plain and 
blunt Reproof of a King might have done 
more harm than * 


| Ann now, the happy Effect of the A. 
Ppoſtle's ſtrong reaſoning and winning Beha- 
viour calls for our Obſervation, from the 
reply that Agrippa made, in theſe remark- 
able Words that follow, Almoſt thou per- 

ſwadeſe me to be a Chriſtian, © 


BEeHoLD the mighty Change, and the 
wonderful Operation on the Mind of a Gen- 


8 and Idolater, who was almoſt wa" 
IE c 


Heb. iv. 
„ 


Laz 7 


ed with a Word ſpoken in Reaſon, that 


word which is powerful and cutting as a 
tuo edged ſword, and pierces even to the 


dividing aſunder of the joints and marrow. 


Idolater, who ſate as Judge, to be ſo much 


What Power is there you may oblerve in 
one Sermon, and what good Effe& might 
this Diſcourſe have upon you all, if you be 


all but as attentive as Agrippa was: He that 
Was even now an Heathen, and a Worſhip- 
per of Idols, and neyer heard a Preacher of 
CHRIST before, is, by the preaching of 


but one Sermon, become, as he declares of 


himſelf, almoſt a Chriſtian: He could not | | 


reſiſt the Wiſdom and the Spirit, by which 
the Apoſtle ſpake, but was ſo bound with 
the Cord, ſo fetter'd with the holy Chain, 
that he becomes as great a Captive to Paul 


himſelf, as Paul was before to Feſtus. 


THE powerful Word had the Judge up- 
on the Bench as faſt, as much bound, as the 


Priſoner at the Bar; and forc'd him to con- 
feſs, even againſt himſelf, and even before 


Feſtus, that he was almoſt a Chriſtian : 


Paul's Diſcourſe confounded the obſtinate 
Preſident; and all that heard him were a- 


maz d, to ſee a King, an Heathen, and an 


chang'd from his Opinion, by what the Pri- 
ſoner ſaid; and one who in their opinion was 


ſo ſtiff and ſtubborn, that all the Words in 
GoD's Book could never be able to move, 
and 


„ MM 


[13] 
and tho a greater than Paul, CHRIST 


himſelf, der to have Were ti to him all his 
Eife. - 100 


On! the Might and the Maj eſty of ths 
Word of God, that ſhall thus (as it was 


propheſy d in Pſal. cxlixi 8.) bind 7777 in 
y e and _— in links 5 1 1 95 
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Muvs Mas: Paul, tho beg fright _ 
chin they that bound him; and when a Pri- | : 
ſoner, more free than the! Judge himſelf f 
He could examine them that examined him BS . = 

and made them free that were Slaves before, 4 
and bound to Satan. 8 Wi b bi 
n | „ eie nico ae 4 


TH 64 is 3 noble Exainyl in after-ages, | 
to all the Preachers of the Word, to all Bi- 

ſhops, as well as inferiour Clergy; to the 
Court-Preacher as well as the Country Vi- 


own URTS vindeed abourid With n ee, . 
i who look upon it as the one thing needtul, ” 
| to preach ſmooth things; and propheſy 4e [ 


ceits: as if it was the way to Honour and f 
| Bf Preferment, as it always is in a corrupt Mi. 1 
| FF fifiry; and then is an honeſt Amos bid 0 f 
" If depart the Court. ThE * 4 
| 
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Amos vii. 
I2, 13. 
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TEE Story of Amaziah and Amos, you 
may pleaſe to take thus as we gather it from 
the 7th chapter of the Book of that Pro- 
phet. 


TAIS Amaziah was a Corrupt Miniſter, 
in the Reign of Feroboam King of Iſrael; 
who more out of Fear of the Prophet, than 
Love of his Maſter, and his true Intereſt, 
makes the King believe, that he was in a 


Plot againſt his Majeſty :. and becauſe the 


Prophet was a bold Speaker of the Side of 


Truth, he ſets the Court againſt him, as an 


Enemy, as one paſt bearing, the land was 


not able to bear all his words, ver. 10. and 


having form'd an Accuſation againſt him, he 
manag'd the point ſo like a tricking Stateſ- 
man, as to rid him of his Adverſary, and 
contrive his Banihment. 


of Judah, and there eat bread, and propheſy 
by but propheſy not again any more in 


Bethel: for it is the kings One, and it is 


the kings court. 


An D is this a Reaſon why nc none but Flat- 


tcrers ſhall ſpeak to Princes? ſhall not the 
| King hear the Truth, as well as others ? 


Must 


$4 ! * How go, flee ther} into Lodi Zend : 


2 of 
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Mus r not Bethel hear of Salvation? as 
ut as Judah, becauſe an Amaziah, a 


wicked Miniſter, does fear his own Fall, leaſt 
Amos yer his econ from him. 


Bor oh! more ehappy Agrippa, who hadft 


to deal with an honcſt Miniſter ; happy A- 
grippa, not by the Preſents at the Hands of 


Feſtus, as the Words from the Mouth of 
Paul; the poor humble Captive is more 


thy Friend, than the rich and proud Preſi- 


dent: for Feſtus has taught thee only the 


Wiſdom of this World, fome Court- Poli- 
ticks, that are often earthly,” ſenſual, de- 
viliſh, and entertained thee with a few gau- 
dy Diſhes of Meat that periſhes. But Paul 
teaches the Miſdom that is from above, and 
treats thee with a far more noble Entertain- 


ment, with the Meat that endureth to ever- 


laſting TT 


BUT it is not yet altogether a Chriſtian, 
fays Agrippa, but almoſt, 


Aus 1 is my Concern for you, my 


beloved, my Jealouſy over you, leaſt any of 


you be only almoſt Chriſtians, and ſerve 


Gop by halves, and be like Agrippa in the 


Text; or do as Ananias did, bring a part 
of you to Church, and keep back a part. 
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Cox s IDER well this Day, how the 


Caſe ſtands with yourſelves; the great Af. 
fair, on which depends your eternal Hap- 
pineſs, or eternal Miſery whether you be 
almoſt, like Agrippa, or e e like 1 un- 
to Faul. 4 N D V. aer 
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1 NEED not, Js am perſuaded, now V day 


to ask vomon I bio 54 
Do you believe th Prophets? ok 
pus ea f | 
Do you tations in asus Grim 181, and 
were you baptia u! in his ee 


4A Þ & 


vo you profeſs yourſelves Chriſtians? 


I Know whas you would reply, and I 


may anſwer for you, ſo far as your Belief, that 


all is well. 


Bur give me leave to ask you, 
Ho e nd 
Is this your Faith a ſaving Faith ? 


Is your Practice agreeable to your Pro: 
feſſion, and your Creed try'd and prov'd by 
your Works, and your Behaviour ſuch 4s 


becometh the "Oe of CHRIST. 


Do 
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1 you walk in all the Ordinances 
Cur 18 T has left in his Church? 18218 

Do you keep the Sabbath, per reverence 
the Sanctuary, as an orderly. Peonlfe and a 
regular oneesaenh, 5 

Do you reccive the Sacrament, if not 
on theſe monthly Opportunities, at leaſt, 
as the Church enjoins on the three ſolemn 
Scaſons of the Year; and do you endea- 
your to act, as becomes the Sons and 
Daughters of our Holy and Apoſtolical 
Church of England, the. beſt Church this 
| day. in the World? 


I BELIEVE, and 3 theſe good Things ; 


of the generality of you, and Things with 
in and without theſe Doors, that accompany 
Salvation, both to your Benefit, and my 
Comfort: and I praiſe you for it. 


Bur are there not many that walk dif. 
orderly? looſe and profligate People, that 


call themſelves Chriſtians, and yet are ſo 


far from being altogether Chriſtians, that 


E that they may be accounted, not almoſt, 
but altogether Heathens? they may profeſs 


| themſelves Believers, as well as the beſt of 


you, and Members of this Congregation ; 
but upon enquiry, and fearch, they are 


ö oftner 


[18 ] 


oftner to be found in an Alchouſe, than at 


Church. Theſe abandon'd Wretches ſhall 
flight all the Laws of Gop and Man, Pe- 


. nalties to be inflicted they do not fear; for 
they have nothing ſometimes to loſe, but 


what will be a Lofs to the Pariſh: and as 
to a Puniſhment, that is only to expoſe 
them, they value not, being paſt all ſenſe 


of Shame: and for me to tell them of a 


Heaven, and a Hell hereafter, I do but beat 


' the Air. The Reck'ning, the Alchouſe- 


ſcore, they may be concern'd about, when 
they come to pay; but for me to preach to 
them concerning an After-reckoning, it 7s 
but caſting Pearls before ny 70 be tram- 
pled on. 


Bur theſe ſort of People, are ſo far 


indeed from being almoſt Chriſtians, that 
they do not, ſo much as with Agrippa, give 
us the hearing; and they ſhall pretend 
often, by way of Excuſe, that they have no 
Cloaths fitting to appear at Church : But 
why is not the Money, ſo idly ſpent in 


_ tippling and ſotting, laid out to purchaſe 


and buy a Garment? as all ſhould appear 
here in a decent Dreſs, ſuch as their Con- 


dition and way of Life affords: No, they 
care not what is decent, and becoming, and 


are ſo far from providing for an everlaſting 


rae that they do not trouble themſelves | 


about 
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about their approaching old Age; the Pa- 
riſh is to find them, and ſo they are the 
more idle, and leſs concern'd what is to 
become of their. grey Hairs. Theſe and the 


like, are not only Blemiſhes to our holy. 


Profeſſions, a Scandal to the Church, and 
an Offence to all ſober and good Chriſtians 


amongſt us; but are like to become, by 


their, looſe living, a Burthen to the Pariſh: 


And if Officers had no Regard to their Du- 


ty, their Oath, and the Truſt committed to 
them; yet for their own ſakes, and the lake 
of their Neighbours, and for the Terror of 
others, they ſhould. put the Laws in execu- 
tion againſt ſuch Offenders; when the more 
they keep them from the Alchouſe, the 


riſh, 


AND what ſhall 1 1 of a Giardealy: 


Houſe, that opens a Door to receive a tip- 


pling ' Crew? When the Church-Door of 
this Houſe of God, is at the ſame time o- 


pen d to receive the Hearers of his moſt holy: : 
ö Ward > 


) 


1 a Hale; is ſure the Way to Hell, 


as this-to Heaven. 


I Musr 


better they will keep them from the eg 


[9]. 


1 M UST Helis my⸗ Mind ator the 
Alchouſe-kcepers, thar keep bad Hours and 
bad Orders; are very en en Hell, and 
Brokers for * Devil.“ | 


5 Waves: to GOD all good: ling: Magi- | 


ſtrates, Officers, and others, did their Endea- 
vours to all put bad Practices out of coun- 
tenance, and join with the Preacher in 
checking looſe and diforderly People, and 
putting the Laws in execution; this would 
be a ſucceſsful Way to ſtop the fpreading 
Growth of Wickedneſs; and were Puniſh- 
ments duly inflicted, without Reſpect of 
Perſons and of Patties, there would be the 
fewer Offenders: And te what end are Em- 
ploy ments, Power, and Authority, given, 
unleſs the Owners uſe them (as they ought) 
to o the end we hitch _— were nen 
0 H! let it te our Cate, as it is our boun- 
den Duty, by Reproof,. by Example, and 
by all Means, to ſuppreſs evil Cuſtoms, ſtop 
the current of all diſorderly Cami: and 
promote all we can the Good of the Socie- 
ties and Pariſh where Gop has placed us; 
and think it not hard of your Miniſter, if at 
any time he reproves diſorderly Walkers, 
when a neceſlity is laid upon him to cry 
aloud and ſpare not; otherwiſe he might 
ſpare his Labour and his Pains, and let eve- 


17 


; 1 27 ; 
4 ry. one do what ſeemeth * in his 0Wwn 


1 INTREAT, I beg your Helps, all your 
Endeavours with me, my Beloved, of all 
Ranks and Degrees, as in general, in car- 
rying on our common Salvation; ſo more 
| elpecially in upholding and defending the 
main Guard, and chief Fort of our Reli- 
gion, Which is the Sacredneſs of this Day, 
as without it, We (hou'd loſe the very Ap- 
pearance of Religion in the Land: And 
that Officer, who does his Duty, and is Hel- 


and Profaneneſs, beſide the Satisfaction of a 
right Diſcharge of his Truſt, which will be 
Satisfaction enough, will be al ways entiti'd 


Kknowledgements. 


LE r none of you, from the greateſt to 
the leaſt, think yourſelves unconcern'd in 
this Diſcourſe; and tho' none of you be 
EF found faulty, yet will it be a Fault, if you 
do not (ſo far as you can influence in your 
- F own Families, and among your Neighbours) 


eiue a check to this growing Evil; and pre- 
t vent all you are able, the breach of the 
„abbath; leaſt by your Indifference or Con- 


| nivance, You become Partakers of other 
| Mens Sins. : 
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per with me in ſuppreſſing all Immorality 


to my private Thanks, and my publick Ac- 
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LET what I now ſay ſerve as a caution 
to you all, againſt the uſual Profanation of 
this Holiday, at this ſeaſon of the year, for 
which ſome people are not aſham'd to plead 
Cuſtom. But look ye to it, Officers and o- 
thers, that no more Offences of this kind, 
or any other, be laid to the Charge of any 
of yon; that ſo your own Accounts, as 
well as mine, may be with joy and not with 


grief. 


As for me, to uſe the Words of Samuel, 
in the 12" chap. of his firſt book, 23, 24 


verſes, God forbid that I ſhould ſin again} 


the Lord in ceaſing to pray for you ; but J 


will teach you the good and the right way, | 


ONLY fear the Lord, and ſerve him in | 


Truth, with all your heart; and it is my 


Prayer for you this day, my Beloved, with 


the Apoſtle in the Text, hat you be not 
almoſt, but altogether ſuch as he was. 


= 


AND as St Paul in the Text, prays for 1 


King Agrippa; ſo are we taught in that 


excellent Form of Common-Prayer us d in 


our Church, which is the chief Support of 


Monarchy, and the main Bulwark of the 


Proteſtant Religion, to pray in one of her 
Collects, (and ſo let us pray) for the King 
that reigneth over us, that in all his Thoughts, 

„ en 
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Words, and Works, he may ever ſeek God's 
Honour and Glory, and ſtudy to preſerve 


the People committed to his Charge, in 
Wealth, Peace, and Godlineſs. 


TE Exception St Paul makes in his Ad- 


dreſs, calls for our next Remark, 


As the good Apoſtle prays and wiſhes, 
that the King's State, and the State of all 


that were about him, might not be almoſt, 


but altogether happy, and joyous; he crys 


E xcept theſe bonds. 


| ST Paul excepts only his Bonds: he does 
not wiſh his Hearers ſhould come behind 
him in Knowledge, or in Zeal, nor yet in 
the Prize, the Reward of all his Labours. 


| THis is a noble Teſtimony, and a ſea- 
| ſondble Inſtance of his Love towards them; 
which is ſo great, ſo endearing, that he 
could wiſh there were no Rubs in the run- 
ning of the Race that was ſet before them; 
| and that no Bonds like his, none of the 
| Troubles that he met with, might ever be 
their Lot and Portion; but that their Paſ- 
& fage to Heaven might be all ſmooth, their 
| Joke eaſy, and their burden light, 
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ep yet he himſelf nel it in Bonds, 
and boaſts of the Croſs, as the Badge of 
CEHRISTH: And this ſhould teach us an uſe- 
ful Leſſon, that we may pray againſt the 
Vexations, and the Troubles of the World. 
But if Go p, for wiſe Ends, ſhall at any time 
think fit to afflict us in the Courſe of Life, 
(as cvery Condition, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt, is attended with more or lets 
Troubles, of one kind or other) we mii 
acquieſce with all the Diſpenſations of Pro- 


vidence; and fay upon all occaſions with 


good old Eli, It is the Lok p, let him do 
what ſeemeth him _ or in the Words 
of a greater than Eli, Thy will be done. 


AND what ſignify either St Paul's Bonds, 
or any leſſer Sufferings, and Troubles of our 
own, ſo he, and we at laſt, tho' through 
much Tribulation, enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, 


- SvuRE if the Apoſtle, who is recorded for 
our Example, could make ſo light of his 
Bonds, and his Troubles; ſhall we make 

ſuch Difficultics of the more eaſy Duties of 

our Calling? pick and chuſe, what, and 
when, we like our ſelves? come to Church, 
or go a rambling on the Lord's. Day? ſerve 

Gop, or let it alone, as we pleaſe; as if 

we wete to be guided by Humour * Fan- 


CY; 
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cy, not by Reaſon and Religion ? But have 2 


Care, how you do Duties by halves, and being 
half Churchmen, and not altogether ſuch 
Chriſtians as you ſhould endeavour to ap- 
prove yourſelves: Why will any of you de- 
fraud God of his divine Service, and not 


pay him the juſt Homage that is due unto 


him ? at leaſt on his appointed ſolemn Day, 
and in the Place where his honour, in a more 


| _ eſpecial manner dwelleth ? 


HAVE you a Buſhel in the Market to mea- 
ſure by, and a pair of Scales in the Shop, for 
Weight, for Standard, and a Rule to go by 


in our Dealing with one another ? And ſhall 


we not carry it as fair, in our Traftick and 
Commerce with Heaven? Shall Gop alone 


be cheated of his Weight and Meaſure, and 


we weigh our Services in falſe balances? 


Is it enough, do you think, to be able to 
ſay the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the 
ten Commandments? and to be 'number'd 
among true Believers, and true Churchmen ? 
And at the ſame time not to be carcful to 
act according to Knowledge? If you know 
theſe things, happy are ye if ye do them: 
But ſure unhappy if you do them not, 


You deceive CHRIST, whom you pre- 
tend to worſhip, and to call him, Lord, 
Lord, if ye appear like the barren Fig-tree, 
only with a tew Leaves: And ye deceive 

W 


[26] 
yourſelves moſt and worſt of all, if, like the 


fooliſh Virgins, you are found without Oyl 
in your 1 8 


% 


No! it is not enough, with Ane w - 
be almoſt a Chriſtian, to make a little Shew 
now and then of Religion ; but you muſt be 
conformable to all Rules and Orders, that 
our Church 8 


Is there an Evening, as well as a Morning 
Sacrifice to be perform'd ? (as Families, Ser- 
vants, and others, may be ſpared by turns) 
and will ſome of you be contented with do- 
ing half the Duty of the Day, and ſometimes 
fall ſhort of that half too? and often upon 
ſorry and trifling Pretences, ſuch as I am 
aſham'd to mention, and it is a Shame for 
you to plead. But is not this to do the 
work of the Lord neghigently ? Would thoſe 
who think once a Day enough to hear, think 
once enough for me to preach ? I ſhall al- 
ways think my Labours well beſtow'd a- 
mongſt you, and pray go on to hear, as I to 
TEIN | | 
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IH Avx often made my boaſt of the 
ſtaunch Principles, and good Conſormity of 
the Generality of my Pariſh: And l would to 

Gop all were alike minded, that ſo 1 might 

have the more to glory in, and yaurielves be 

the Praiſe of all the Pariſhes round about you. 
” ny 
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As your Faith is built upon a Rock, ſo 
let the Superſtructure be anſwerable; build 
on upon this good Foundation, paſs on from 
one Virtue to another, and maintain the 


Character of Churchmen altogether, and in 
all ne Arr 


WB ſtedfaſt and immoveable in your ho- 
neſt Principle, and always act agreeable to 
your Profeſſion : Not toſs d to and fro, and 
carry d away with every Blaſt of Doctrine, 
or Intereſt, with ſome poor ſordid, and mer- 
cenary. People, who have no Courage for 
the Truth, but ſhall ſneak and cringe, vote 

againſt their own Conſcience, and, with 
Eſau, barter away their Birth- right, their 
| Country, their very Souls, for a poor Meſs 
J Portage, or a few Pence. 


SURE, Bribery has been in our Days the 
{ moſt reigning, barefac'd, Iniquity of the 
| Times; from the Head to the Sole of the 
| Feet; we have been waſting, we have been 
declining with the Conſumption; we are 
now flatt'ring ourſelves with ſmall Hopes of 
Recovery, through the Care and Vigilance 

of worthy Patriots (and they have the Thanks 
of every honeſt Engliſhman) that have lately 
Put a ſtop to the ſpreading Contagion, and 
the Diſtemper that prey'd upon the very Vi- 
tals of our 3 and is more de- 

| | * 
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ſtructive than Men are aware of, both of 
Soul and Body. 


As you are part of the Body - Politick, I 
muſt caution you againſt this and other pub- 


lick Vices of the Age, as well as other pri- 


vate Sins that you are conſcious of, whe- 
ther of Commiſſion, or Omiſſion, it will be 
no Plea, that you do as others do; and that 
ſuch and ſuch a thing, is no Fault, or but a 


ix. ſmall Fault. Is it not alittle one, ſay ſome 


of you, and our ſouls ſhall live ? but beware 
how you periſh by little and little. 


How often has the Breach of the Sabbath, 
pav'd the way to Theft and Murder; and has 
been confeſs'd at the Place of Execution, as 
the firſt Cauſe of that ſhameful End: And 
no wonder, that when Gop's Service and 
his Sabbaths are lighted, he withdraws his 
Grace, and gives them over to a reprobate 
Senſe, to work all manner of Wickedneſs 


without Shame and without Remorſe. 


I Have therefore the more Reaſon to ex- 
hort you to a right Diicharge of the Duty 


of this Day, as it will have ſuch an Influence 


upon your Lives. 


' I Never recommended to you a Judai- | 
cal Strictneſs; but when the publick Service 


of the Day is over, 1 leave you to your own 
private 
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private Diſcretion, which will dictate to 


you, what is, and what is not expedicnt. 


Bur you are not to ſtop here, and fan- 


| cy that after the mere performance of the 


publick Service on the Lord's-day, you have 


done the buſineſs of a Week together; No, 
you are requir'd to ſerve God in bolineſs, 
and righteouſneſs all your days: You mult 
act abroad in the World, according to that 


we profeſs, in this holy Place, and on this 


holy Day; and never give occaſion to Ab- 
| ſenters, or Diſſenters, or any other Enemies 


of our Religion, to blaſpheme and * 


FF cvil of any Church- Member. 


LE r your Lives be all of a piece, all en- | 


| | tire, and wanting nothing, agreeable to the 
pure Worſhip, and ſound Doctrine of the 
1 Church of England. 


To bene the Church, and ſpeak up for 


it againſt Gainſay ers is commendable; but 

to ſtop there is to come ſhort of the Chri- 
ſtian altogether; and to be an unworthy 
3 Member tho' of a moſt excellent Church. 


He that offends God in one point, is de- 
clar d guilty of 7he breach of the whole 
Law: No favourite-boſom-ſin is to be che- 


riſh'd, for it will win all. 


E : HEROD 
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HEROD might hear John gladly, but 


his entertaining of Herodias, made his hear- 
ing vain. And the Covetouſneſs of the 
young Man in the Goſpel ſpoil'd all his 
boaſted Profeſſion. One Stab with a Pen- 
knife, ſhall diſpatch a Man as well as a 
thouſand Rapiers. And one Leak in a Ship 
neglected, ſink it as well as a Broad- ſide. 


Had Naaman omitted but one waſhing, 


when he was commanded to waſh ſeven 


times in Jordan, his pains in the other ſix, 


had keen loſt Labour. 


* this Syrian Leper was more careful 
of his Body, (as we are too apt to be) than 
the State of his poor Soul; when he begg'd 
an Indulgence, in that one Sin, of ſtanding 


before the Idol, while his Lord was leaning 
upon his Shoulder. 


LABOUR not then after a Form of God- 


line ſs, but ſhew the Power of it, in your 


Lives and Converſations; that in the Day 

of judgment, when we ſhall diſcern hetween 

the righteous and the wicked ; between him 

that ferves GOD, and him that ſerves him 

3 we may be found not almoſt, but al- 
ogether Chrittians, 


On! think, often think, on that Judg- 


ment Pay, and let not this Sermon riſe up 
in Judgment againſt you, 
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'Trs for the ſame Love of your Souls: 
committed to my Charge, that Paul had 
for Agrippa, that I have provided this Diſ- 
courſe at my Return amongſt you; as I have 
always at heart your Spiritual Welfare, tho' 
abſent from you; and after the hearing of 
the publick Offences of ſome diſorderly 
People: as Offences will come and we can- 
not helpit, and I can only pronounce a Woe 
from the Pulpit to them, 4 whom the off en- 
ces come. | 


On! let not what I ive ſaid be now lo 
upon any of you. 


On! conſider all of you in this your Day, 
under that Goſpel I now preach unto you, 
how you entertain theſe Seaſons of Grace, 
in our Church, and how you profit by the 


many Opportunities you have of hearing 
: Sermons. | 


* Go then, and examine into the State of 
Hour Souls; and let every onę ask himſelf 
wis ſeaſonable Queltion, 


Ax L only almoſt, or am altogether a 
1 Chriſtian? * 


* 


1 MI ſincere in my Religion, or am I on: 
y an Hypocrite in my Profeſſion 2 


HAYE 


4 
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Have I only the Form of Godlineſs, and 
am 1 without the power of it? 


Do I believe aright) and is my Faith as 
. well practical as ſpeculative ? 


I CoNCLUDE with exhorting, with be- 
ſeeching, with adjuring, you, my beloved, 
for your own ſakes, for my ſake, and for 
Gop's ſake, in the Words of the ſame good 
Apoſtle, that all of you, high and low, rich 
and poor, in your ſeveral Places and Sta- 

Eph. iv. 1. tions, walk worthy of the Location Where- 
with ye are called. 


Phil. j. 27. AND let your converſation be (not al- 


moſt, but altogether) as it becometh the = 
joy of CHRIST. 


FINIS. 


